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20th ANNIVERSARY FACT SHEET 


Name: Albany-Tula Alliance
Organization: 501 (3) c 
Address: 43 Lyons Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054 
Phone: 518-768-1010 
Website: www.albanytula.org
PR Contact: Kristina Krawchuk, KKMedia/Passion Project, Kkimedia@gmail.com, 518-526-5546 (Www.passionproject.tv)


Description: Albany-Tula Alliance is a non-profit, citizen volunteer organization that fosters relationships and exchanges with our sister city, Tula, in the fields of business, education, science, health care, and the arts.


Mission: We are a grass-roots, not-for-profit volunteer organization composed of citizens of Albany, Troy, Schenectady, and Saratoga Counties. We create and maintain partnerships with citizens of Tula, Russia. We have come together to provide mutual support and inspiration and to carry on a long-term program dedicated to the growth and well-being of both communities.
In this era of dramatic change on a global scale, we have learned that the most powerful tool for the improvement of humankind is the direct sharing of knowledge, resources and trust among communities and individuals. This is the guiding principle of the Albany-Tula Alliance. Long before “globalization” was a buzz word, the Albany-Tula Alliance embarked upon building a foundation of trust leading to a shared future.
Our active organization thrives on inventiveness and creative problem-solving. We have a proud history of mobilizing widely disparate resources to collaborate on projects that improve people’s lives – including our own – in the process of working with the citizens of Tula.
We also serve as a model of how a group of citizens, with modem technology and old-fashioned hard work, can be productive members of the global village and contribute to the internationalization of our regions.


History: The relationship between the Capital Region and Tula began in 1991. It began as a humanitarian effort Capital Region residents to aid Tulans during the economic hardships that accompanied the dissolution of the Soviet Union. It has blossomed through the years into rich exchanges of teenagers, college professors, environmentalists, musicians, teachers, medical doctors, government representatives, librarians, scientists, and businesspeople — in both directions. In recent years, a new generation of citizens is engaged and fostering outreach to young people through elementary and secondary schools. Examples of some of the many accomplishments can be found in the enclosed Timeline. 


Why It’s Still Vital: Seeing Through Others’ Eyes: In these hard times, it takes a little extra dedication to invest oneself in friendships afar. But the process has never been more rewarding. To watch last summer’s young essay winners speak with lighted faces of their stay with Tulans, or to listen to recent visitors here from Tula, is to know afresh why the volunteers all work so hard at the Alliance. 
We are energized to encourage ourselves and fellow citizens to become aware of the world as seen through the eyes of others far away. It is too easy to get swept up in our media-fed daily lives and never really step out of ourselves to know our neighbors — be they close by or far away. The Alliance helps us do that stepping out. We are no longer dealing with stereotypes of Russians or Americans, respectively, but with individual human beings we have met ourselves, who are as intelligent, caring, good-humored and friendly as people in our own neighborhoods.


Our 20th Anniversary Celebration: Join the Celebration—Spread the Word!
We’ve planned a rich set of activities this year to celebrate the friendship of our two regions. Our goal is to spread the word to new friends, including young people, and to encourage them to become involved.  Plans include: 
· Visit by Open World in April, and presentations by students participating in the first Russian Studies Olympiad competition .
· 2nd Annual Student Essay Contest, this one on space exploration; essays have been submitted and winners will be announced at the Tricentennial Park event (below) by visiting Russian cosmonaut Yury Zalyotin
· The official dedication by Mayor Jennings of our beautiful commemorative statue in Tricentennial Park, Albany, May 20th  at 11:00 am
· A transatlantic musical collaboration, Road to Paradise, premiering at The College of St. Rose, May 22nd
· A River Cruise and Tour of St. Petersburg, Moscow, and Tula, June 16 – July 1
· International environmental health/ecology conference at SUNY School of Public Health, date to be announced, Summer 2011
· “Getting to Know You,” a retrospective exhibition showcasing efforts in education, business, science and medicine, and the arts, September 7 – 22, Arts Center of the Capital Region
· A special fundraising evening with a performance by the Yasnaya Polyana Orchestra Sept 19th, Arts Center of the Capital Region


GETTING INVOLVED: We encourage anyone in the Capital Region to get involved with our activities. We are constantly looking for help with: 
· Providing homestays and/or transportation to visitors from Tula
· Hosting dinner parties or other events during visits from Tulans
· Helping us organize fundraising events
· Helping us distribute and post event flyers in coffee shops, libraries, places of worship, etc. 
· Suggesting new ways to bring our sister-city work to school children
· Participating in one of our committees: 
· Business Committee
· Education and Culture Committee
· Health and Environment Committee
· Development Committee
· PR (and Website maintenance) Committee
· Corporate sponsorships 
· Fundraising 


LEADERSHIP BIOS: 
FOUNDER CHARLOTTE BUCHANAN. Charlotte Buchanan was a practicing attorney with McNamee, Lochner, Titus & Williams, P. C. when she and Mayor Thomas M. Whalen III established the Albany-Tula Alliance in 1991.  She led the Alliance for five years and, since her retirement, she has continued to be active in many ways in the Alliance, including a total to date of 30 trips to Tula. Charlotte has been a community volunteer all of her adult life and has served on many not-for-profit boards, especially in the health sector.  She and her husband Charles reside in Glenmont and have seventeen children and grandchildren. 

CHAIR: GERALD SHAYE . Gerald Shaye, a native of Albany, New York, was educated at Dartmouth College and Columbia University Graduate School of Business. Mr. Shaye served in the Peace Corps in Venezuela. He continued working in Venezuela for 23 years, until 1990 when he assumed a position as an International Trade Specialist with the New York State Department of Economic Development. His responsibilities include the promotion of exports from New York State as well as the attraction of foreign direct investment. Since 1999, he has worked as Director, International Trade Development for NYSDED and has consulted with more than one thousand businesses in New York State. Gerald Shaye teaches International Business and International Marketing in the MBA programs at  Union Graduate College and State University of New York at Albany  He has taught International Business in the MBA program at the Universidad del Salvador in Buenos Aires, Argentina and has participated in international trade programs in India, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, Japan and Russia.  
Past-president and board member of the Tech Valley Global Business Network of New York’s Capital Region, Mr. Shaye has been a member of the board for 20 years. He currently serves as chair of the Albany-Tula Alliance, serves on The Upstate New York District Export Council and is on the board of the International Center of the Capital Region and the Albany Roundtable.  Mr. Shaye, a frequent speaker on topics related to areas of his professional interests is completely fluent in spoken and written Spanish and travels frequently for both business and pleasure.

CORPORATE SPONSORS FOR 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
The Albany-Tula Alliance is grateful to our sponsors, who helped to make this performance possible. They include: 
MySmartSimulation, Stewarts, LinguaLinxMcNamee Lochner Titus & Williams, Northesat Health, CL King  & Associations, Windsor Companies, Slingerland Foundation, CDPHP, Roger & Shirley Hannay, Steve Lobel, Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation, Madison Investment Advisors, and Capital Care. 
We are also grateful to the many private donors who contributed to this anniversary fund and to this year-long celebration.  



KEY CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES for 2011
STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST. February 1 – March 1, 2011 – JAY DEITCHMAN, j.deitchman@hvcc.edu, 607-267-9447
High School students throughout the Capital Region were invited to submit an original 1500-word essay to the 2nd Annual Albany Tula Alliance Essay Contest on the role that the space race might play in maintaining world peace and technological cooperation. 
The winners will be announced at the upcoming Albany-Tula Alliance 20th Anniversary ceremony on May 20th in Tricentennial Park. At that ceremony, the winners will be greeted by Russian Cosmonaut Sergey Zalyotin, who will be visiting the Capital Region as part of the Albany-Tula’s 20th Anniversary celebration. Captain Zalyotin , who was born and raised in the Capital Region’s sister city, Tula, journeyed into space twice in his career and recently participated in Russia’s 50th anniversary of its first manned space flight.
The winners will travel to Tula as guests of the Albany-Tula Alliance later this year. 

RUSSIAN STUDIES OLYMPIAD March 15 – April 14th. BARBARA-JANCAR WEBSTER Olympiad@albanytula.org, 518-494-4442
The Olympiad is a three-part competition that begins on March 10th and ends April 12th. Participation is open to any high school student or college freshman in the Capital Region and there is no charge for participating.  The Olympiad is modeled upon a highly successful contest created last year by professor Sergey Pukhanov last year in Tula, when Russian students studied materials about the U.S. and specifically about Albany. The winner of that Olympiad IS traveling here this spring to participate as A judge in the Albany-based competition.  The winner will travel to Tula at the expense of the Alliance later this year. 

OPEN WORLD PROGRAM DELEGATION April 6 – 16, BARBARA-JANCAR WEBSTER Olympiad@albanytula.org, 518-494-4442
The Open World Leadership Program, sponsored again this year by the region’s Russian sister-city organization, Albany-Tula Alliance, is bringing five Russian college??? students and a facilitator to the area this month to meet with educational leaders. The theme of the program is “New Modalities in Education” and includes a series of visits with area community college educators and legislative leaders between April 6 to 16th.  The itinerary includes visits and discussions with educational leaders at Union College, Schenectady Community College, Hudson, Empire State College, and SUNY. A visit with county legislators is also planned to give the delegates a chance to learn about public support for new modes of education, particularly related to emerging workforce demands. 

20th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION/TRICENTENNIAL PARK DEDICATION CEREMONY
11:0 AM Friday, May 20th Tricentennial Park, Albany
Mayor Jennings will dedicate a statue in Tricentennial Park to honor the Capital Region’s sister-city relationship with Tula.  The statue, commissioned by the non-profit Albany-Tula Alliance, was designed by sculptor Steve Kroeger and created by Peter Hess of Albany Steel.  The event takes place promptly at 11:00 am and is open to the public.  It will be attended by Board members and guests of the Albany-Tula Alliance, including a delegation of government officials coming from Tula. Also in attendance will be Russian Cosmonaut Yury Zalyotin, who will be on hand to present an award to two Capital Region students who won the 2nd annual Albany-Tula Alliance essay award, this one on space exploration. 


TOUR TO RUSSIA  June 16 – July 1st
In honor of its 20th anniversary, The Albany-Tula Alliance’s founder Charlotte Buchanan organized a Russian Tour and Cruise June 16 – July 4, 2011.  The tour will feature luxury cruise accommodations, guided sightseeing tours, meetings with Russians, and language lesson from St. Petersburg to Moscow. PLUS three nights in the Capital Region’s sister city, Tula, guided tours, a banya experience, and musical entertainment.


ROAD TO PARADISE – Jan Smith 518-312-3862, smithja@mandplabs.com 
American Premiere with champagne reception 5/22 at 4:00 pm. St. Joseph Hall, The College of St. Rose
Tickets can be purchased online at www.albanytula.org or by calling 518-768-7010  Tickets $100
(Dress rehearsal performance is open to the general public on Sat, 5/21 at 4:00 for $25). 
 Written and directed by Vera Trofimova
Translated by Dawn Stuart Weinraub
Orchestration Roman Afanasev
Music Director Corine Salon
Assistant Music Director Adam Paul Fine
Accompanist Jean Peck 
Production Director Sonja Stark
Equipment and Technical Assistance Christopher Uhl, Richard Uhl

Road to Paradise is light-hearted story set to music, with a universally authentic message. Based on an original fable depicting the heroic misadventures of a mythical king, this annotated performance is a delightful interweaving of narration, modern song, and visual backdrops. The composer and primary performer, Russian dramaturg Vera Trofimova will perform in this U.S. premiere supported by Capital Region youth and one young professional singer.
Road to Paradise is a significant arts endeavor because it showcases the power of collaborative cultural exchange between the sister cities of Albany, NY and its surrounding communities and Tula, Russia. Both cities have a rich artistic community, and both have citizens and artists who are actively looking for ways to share those riches with each other’s audiences.
In the case of Road to Paradise, artists and organizers are, in most cases, contributing their time and talent to create a unique cross-Atlantic collaboration for the Albany community. The Albany-Tula Alliance is grateful for all members of the production for their significant contributions to bring the premiere of the English-language translation of Road to Paradise to the Capital Region. 


Retrospective Exhibition:  Getting to Know You: 20 years as a Sister City – Carol Whittaker and Charlotte Buchanan
Dates: 	September 7 – 22, 2011
Place: 	Large gallery on ground floor of Arts Center of the Capital Region
The exhibit will be a multimedia demonstration of how the people of Tula and the people of the Capital Region share common interests. Featuring art, film, costumes, and crafts, the exhibit is offered to raise awareness of our sister city relationship and is targeted to Capital Region families, adults, young adults, teens.


Yasnaya Polyana Ensemble, Sunday, September 18th,  6:00 – 9:00 pm.  Jan Smith , 518-312-3862, smithja@mandplabs.com 
By invitation only. Cocktails, performance, and dessert. 
Description to come. 


Health and Environment Conference(s) – Carol Whittaker. 
TKTKT

OUR GOVERNING BOARD: The Board meets monthly; nominations are accepting on an ongoing basis. 
Officers
Hon. Gerald D. Jennings, Mayor of the City of Albany, Honorary Chair
Gerald Shaye, Chair
Peter A. Thomas, Vice Chair
Susan Jacobsen, Secretary
Lawrence A. Shore, Treasurer
Charlotte S. Buchanan, Esq., Founding Chair
Board of Directors
Harvey R. Bernard, MD
Donald D. Bourque, PhD
Charles B. Buchanan
Melvin W. Chudzik
Marcia Cockrell
Clifford D. DaVis
Jay B. Deitchman
Mary R. Emerson
James J. Figge, MD, MBA
Greg Johnson
Tatiana Lichtenwalter
Steve Lobel
Paul Marr
Philip Nasca, PhD                         
James R. Nolan, PhD
Nina Reich, PhD
Robert Schwartz
Lois Shapiro-Canter, JD
David M. Smith
Jan Smith                              
Sonja Stark
Charmaine Ushkow
Barbara Jancar Webster, PhD                 
Dawn Stuart Weinraub
Thomas P. Whalen
Carol Whittaker

Administrator Mary Austin Williams
Tula-Albany Committee, Tula, Russia
Mikhail Ivantsov, Chair, Head of City Administration
Oleg V. Efimov
Konstantin E. Geklimovich
Mikhail Gryazev
Elvira I. Igraeva
Nikolai M. Kachurin
Anatoli A. Kuznetsov
Nikolay A. Makarovets
Irina M. Matizhenkova
Tatyana V. Pechnikova
Galina G. Prokhorova
Alexander N. Romanov
Nadezhda A. Shaidenko
Nikolay G. Shurukhnov
Lubov A. Terekhina
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