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Russian Educators Visit Capital Region to Learn about Hatching Business through Incubators
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)February 2, 2011 – (Albany,NY)     Business leaders from the Capital Region and from our sister city, Tula, Russia, are exploring ways to grow more business connections. That is why, at the invitation of the Albany Tula Alliance, a sister-city non-profit here, a university professor and a postgraduate doctoral candidate are arriving from Tula next week. Their goal: to gain insight into how best to hatch business start-ups through incubators. 

Tula State University professor of ecology Panarin Vladimir Mikhailovich  and Tula State University graduate student Chadaev Yury Andreevich will be visiting the region from February 7th through February 14th as guests of the Alliance, which has been fostering sister city ties with Tula for 20 years. 
Said Mel Chudzik, Dean of the School of Management for Union College in Schenectady, an Alliance Board member, and head of the Business Committee hosting the visit, “Union Graduate College (UGC) is excited to provide our Tula State University counterparts with an intensive program to understand the complexities of small business incubation.  Entrepreneurship is one of the focus areas of UGC's business curriculum, so we have a number of UGC professors, alumni, and friends that are looking forward to contributing to the upcoming visit.”

The visitors will meet with principals involved in the incubators at Union College, Siena College, RPI Tech Park, with local business leaders who started their firms through incubators, and with executives at the Small Business Development Center, Center for Economic Growth, and the Business Incubator Association of NY State in New York city.  They will be hosted during their stay by volunteers from the Alliance, and also be given opportunities to experience Capital Region sights and entertainment. 

Greg Johnson of Pelorus International, a member of the Alliance’s Board of Directors and Business Committee, has organized this rich itinerary of business meetings and tours for the guests. “The Capital Region has a large number of programs and organizations involved in some aspect of helping small businesses grow,” he noted. “These include business groups, academic programs, and government agencies, and we've received a very enthusiastic response from many people that are interested in contributing to this program.”

 Gerald Shaye, Chair of the Board of Directors for Albany-Tula Alliance and the Director of International Trade at the New York state Department of Economic Development, believes that this is just the beginning of opportunities for businesses to collaborate and learn. “We believe a new business incubator at Tula State University will benefit not only small businesses in Tula, Russia, but also benefit businesses right here in New York,” he said. “Together with our local resources, the Tula State incubator may serve as a focal point for building international business relationships to open new markets for products and services in both countries.”

The Albany-Tula Alliance is a grassroots, not-for-profit volunteer organization composed of citizens of Albany and the surrounding Capital Region of New York State. Partnering with citizens of Tula, Russia, we have come together to provide mutual support and inspiration and to carry on a long-term program dedicated to the growth and well-being of both communities.   
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