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Albany-Tula Alliance Welcomes New Board Members 
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)January 28,2010 – (Albany,NY)   The Albany-Tula Alliance is pleased to welcome three new members to the Board of Directors: 

DAVID SMITH is Founder and President of Cohoes-based LinguaLinx, Inc., a full-service translation agency recognized by Inc. Magazine in 2008 as one America’s fastest-growing companies for two years running. Smith has long loved the Russian language, which he began studying in middle school. He went on to major in Russian at the University at Albany and completed both a Masters in Russian Language and Literature and a Masters in Translation at UAlbany, as well. Smith established his first business, a Russian translation firm, in the 1990s while he completed his studies. He lived and worked as a translator in Moscow, serving as Director of State University of New York’s Moscow Exchange Program and holding a faculty position at Moscow State University. He founded LinguaLinx in 2002.  

CHARMAINE USHKOW is Community Relations Manager for the Times Union, where she began her newspaper career in 2004. Prior to joining TU, Charmaine worked in advertising sales and management in both broadcast and cable TV. She is past president and president-elect of The Syracuse Ad Club, past president and board member of The Albany Ad Club, and has chaired the advertising awards competition in Albany twice. She is also past president and board member of the Capital Region Chapter of the Alliance for Women in Media, and 2nd vice president of the New York Newspaper Advertising and Marketing Executives Executive Council, and on the board of directors for the Guilderland Chamber of Commerce. In addition to the Alliance, she actively supports the Red Cross for Local Disaster Relief, Gilda’s Club, and Senior Services of Albany. 

JAY DEITCHMAN is Coordinator of International Student Services for Hudson Valley Community College. He holds a Masters in Education and a B.A. in Psychology and is completing his dissertation in educational administration and policy studies at the University at Albany. He has a particular interest in international student enrollment at public higher education institutions and his dissertation examines the factors influencing these students’ adjustment. Jay and his family live in Maryland, New York. His other volunteer organizations include Freemasonry and the Boy Scouts of America. 

The Albany Tula Alliance is a grassroots, not-for-profit volunteer organization composed of citizens of Albany and the surrounding Capital Region of New York State. Partnered with citizens of Tula, Russia, we have come together to provide mutual support and inspiration and to carry on a long-term program dedicated to the growth and well-being of both communities.   
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