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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CAPTAL REGION STUDENTS WIN TRIP TO RUSSIA

Three Capital Region Students Travel to Russia in September as part of the Albany-Tula Alliance
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June 6, 2011 – (Albany, NY)    The Albany-Tula Alliance is pleased to announce the names of the three Capital Region students who are winners of its 2011 Education and Culture competitions.  All three students will be traveling to Russia in September 2011 with a chaperone from the Albany-Tula Alliance for a two week stay in our sister city, Tula. There they will meet with other students and have an opportunity to attend classes at Lev Tolstoy Tula State Pedagogical Institute.

Albany-Tula Alliance Essay Contest Winner

Eleventh-grader Wyatt Smith of Clifton Park was the winner of the 2nd Annual Albany-Tula Alliance Student Essay Contest. In this year's competition, which took place in February, students aged 16 to 18 submitted 1,500 word essays on the role that the space race might play in maintaining world peace and technological cooperation. 

Wyatt has been homeschooled since 5th grade, when he left the public schools in search of greater academic challenge. He has augmented his homeschooling since 9th grade by taking classes at Union College and RPI, where he has earned straight A's. One of a select group of students in New York state in competition math, he is also a National Merit and AP scholar. A passionate musician, he has played percussion with a regional adult orchestra since 2008, and writes and records his own songs with his band. His athletic interests include sailing and competitive rowing. He volunteers as a math tutor for middle school and is in his fourth year of training to be a counselor at a national camp for highly gifted children in Michigan.

Wyatt's award was presented on May 20th by Barbara Jancar-Webster, head of the Albany-Tula Alliance Education and Culture Committee.  "We are very proud to be able to recognize the initiative and talent of young people like Wyatt."

Russian Cosmonaut Sergey Zalyotin, who was to have presented the award at the Albany-Tula Alliance's 20th anniversary celebration in the Thomas M. Whalen Tricentennial Park, was unable to be present. Arrangements are now being made to introduce Wyatt to him in Tula in September. 

American Studies Olympiad Winners

Accompanying Wyatt to Tula in September will be the first place winner of the Alliance's first American-Studies Olympiad, David Connor of Troy and second-place winner Alessandra Pratt of North Warren.  

The Olympiad is modeled upon a highly successful contest created last year by professor Sergey Pukhanov of Tula State University in 2010. The winners of that Olympiad traveled here this spring to participate as judges in the Capital Region competition.
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David Connor is a junior and an honors student at Tamarac High School and is planning on pursuing a degree in engineering.  He has taken Russian since 7th grade and visited Moscow and St. Petersburg in February of this year. He has participated for the past four years in the American Councils for International Education's Olympiada of Spoken Russian, and in that organization's Russian Essay Contest, earning silver medals in both. David is also an avid swimmer, swimming for the Uncle Sam Swim Team and working part-time as a lifeguard.  He participates in numerous extracurricular groups, including Key Club, Biology Club and SADD.

Alessandra Pratt (Lexi) is an honor roll student at North Warren Central School, where she participates in school athletics and serves as Class Treasurer and in the Foreign Language, school newspaper, yearbook, and Varsity clubs. She is also a member of the senior band and chorus, the jazz band, the Select Chorus, and is a member of the school Quiz Bowl Team. She mentors third grade students and pursues many hobbies. Lexi completed her Olympiad participation with a presentation about Catherine the Great, to which she came dressed in full Tsarina costume. 




The Albany-Tula Alliance is a grassroots, not-for-profit volunteer organization composed of citizens of Albany and the surrounding Capital Region of New York State. Partnering with citizens of Tula, Russia, we have come together to provide mutual support and inspiration and to carry on a long-term program dedicated to the growth and well-being of both communities.
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Join Albany-Tula Alliance for 


a unique RUSSIAN TOUR & RIVER CRUISE 


June 16-July 4, 2011!








