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For information contact:  Jan Smith, smithja@mandplabs.com 518-312-3862
Barbara Jancar Webster, Olympiad@albanytula.org, 518-494-4442
March 10th Kickoff for one-month Russian Studies Olympiad, an Albany-Tula Alliance Contest for High School Students and College Freshmen 
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)March 6, 2011 – (Albany,NY)    The Albany-Tula Alliance is again inviting students to compete to earn a trip to Russia. Last month it was the essay contest. This month it’s the first-ever American Studies Olympiad. 

The Olympiad is a three-part competition that begins on March 10th and ends April 12th. Participation is open to any high school student or college freshman in the Capital Region and there is no charge for participating. Students can get the details at http://www.albanytula.org/index.php/our-programs/education-and-culture/education-cultureolympiad2011/, where they will find instructions, a registration form, questions for the first part of the competition, and study sources. They can also contact Olympiad@albanytula.org or call 494-4442. 
The Olympiad is modeled upon a highly successful contest created last year by professor Sergey Pukhanov last year in Tula, when Russian students studied materials about the U.S. and specifically about Albany. The winners of that Olympiad are traveling here this spring to participate as judges in the Albany-based competition. 
The competition will take place in three rounds between March 10th and April 12th:
Round I: March 10-March 18. The first round is an on-line short answer test. The highest scorers of the first round go on to the second.
Round II: March 21-28 or 29. In-class test.  The second round consists of 20 short answer questions about Tula, our region’s sister city. Those who score in the top ten percent of this round go on to the final round.
Round III: March 30-April 12. A 3-7 minute presentation on a “Russian icon.” Students will choose a significant Russian historical event, or an historical, cultural, sport or popular Russian hero and give a presentation before the judges. 
The Albany-Tula Alliance is a grassroots, not-for-profit volunteer organization composed of citizens of Albany and the surrounding Capital Region of New York State. Partnering with citizens of Tula, Russia, we have come together to provide mutual support and inspiration and to carry on a long-term program dedicated to the growth and well-being of both communities.   
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