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Capital Region Sister-City Group Launches New Website
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)11/15/2010 – (Albany,NY)      In preparation for a series of public events  to celebrate its Twentieth Anniversary in 2011, the nonprofit group Albany-Tula Alliance announced the launch today of a new, transatlantic Website in both English and Russian. The site can be viewed at www.albanytula.org. 
The site, maintained by volunteers in the Capital Region and in our Russian sister city Tula, was built by local developer Intellisites of Albany  and it accommodates Russian’s Cyrillic alphabet. It is designed to be easily updated by non-technical users.  By clicking on a flag at the top of every page, users can easily jump back and forth between the English and Russian versions of the site. 
“We have needed this capability for a long time,” said long-time Alliance Board member Peter Thomas. “Combined with our increasing outreach using social media sites in the U.S. and Russia, we hope to use this powerful Website to attract new generations of citizen volunteers to get involved in citizen diplomacy.”
Among the forthcoming celebrations the Alliance plans to promote via the site are: 
· A translatlantic musical collaboration to be staged in Albany in May
· The dedication of a commemorative statue in Tricentennial Park in downtown Albany
· A student essay contest on space exploration culminating in the visit by a famous Russian cosmonaut 
· An Olympiad competition for area students to test their knowledge about Russia
· Web-based portal to further environmental health collaborations between Capital Region and Tula scientists and health care practitioners
· A 5K run in September
· A river cruise and tour of St. Petersburg, Moscow, and Tula in June
· A retrospective exhibition showcasing some of the group’s accomplishments in education, business, science and medicine, and the arts
· A special performance in the Capital Region by members of the famed Yasnaya Polyana Orchestra
· Sale of special items via an ecommerce shopping center
· MORE  -
The Albany Tula Alliance is a grassroots, not-for-profit volunteer organization composed of citizens of Albany and the surrounding Capital Region of New York State. Partnered with citizens of Tula, Russia, we have come together to provide mutual support and inspiration and to carry on a long-term program dedicated to the growth and well-being of both communities.   –END -
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Join Our Tour!

Russian Tour and Cruise
St petersburg, Hoscow and Tula
Albany Tula Allance 20h Anniversary
June 16.July 4, 2011
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