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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MAYOR JENNINGS DEDICATES SCULPTURE TO SISTER-CITY IN RUSSIA
Albany-Tula Alliance mark 20 years of friendship with commemorative sculpture
(May) ALBANY. The non-profit Albany-Tula Alliance is proud to commemorate its 20th Anniversary by honoring the special bond between the Capital Region and its sister city, Tula, with the dedication of the Sculpture Albany-Tula, Russia in the Thomas M. Whalen III Tricentennial Park located on Broadway at the corner of Columbia Street. Mayor Gerald D. Jennings will officially dedicate the handsome globe-shaped monument with a special tribute Friday, May 20 at 11am. The event is open to the public.
“We are proud to share so much with our sister city in Russia”, says Mayor Jennings. “The people of Tula have 
proven to be great friends to the people of the Capital Region. With this dedication ceremony, we honor the commitment of 
so many individuals in both cities to keep investing in a vision of cultural, scientific, economic development, and educational 
exchange.” 
The dedication ceremony takes place promptly at 11:00 am and is open to the public. It will be attended by Albany-Tula 
Alliance Board members, Russian Federation Senior Vice Consul Sergey Logachev, and the following guests from Tula, Russia: Zhanna Fomicheva, Vice-Rector for International Education and Cooperation, Tula State Lev Tolstoy Pedagogical University; Vladimir Panin, Vice-Rector for Finance, Tula State Lev Tolstoy Pedagogical University; Vladimir Andreev, Chair of the Department of English, Tula State Lev Tolstoy Pedagogical University; and Mikhail Gryazev, Rector of Tula State University with his wife, Elena.
Richard J. Miller, Esq. will open the event by singing the national anthems of the United States and the Russian Federation. 

The statue, commissioned by the not-for-profit Albany-Tula Alliance, was designed by sculptor Steve Kroeger with steel 
provided by Peter Hess of Albany Steel, is a symbol of friendship and goodwill. 
“The Albany-Tula Sculpture really commemorates an unwavering friendship of our two cities, remarks Albany-Tula Alliance 
Founding Chair, Charlotte Buchanan. “The stereotypes many people still hold from the days of the Cold War come down 
when we meet and exchange our interests in art, culture, education and ideas through the eyes of others far away. The 
Albany-Tula Alliance looks forward to the next 20 years of learning through the eyes of our sister-city counterparts.”



The Albany-Tula Alliance is a grassroots, not-for-profit volunteer organization composed of citizens of Albany and the surrounding Capital Region of New York State. Partnering with citizens of Tula, Russia, we have come together to provide mutual support and inspiration and to carry on a long-term program dedicated to the growth and well-being of both communities.
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