[image: image1.jpg](ICMEDIA



 [image: image2.jpg]TYTIA

nlsnntlﬂﬂ







Kristina Krawchuk|KKMedia 








518-426-5546 | kkimedia@gmail.com






FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
AMERICAN PREMIERE OF RUSSIAN MUSICAL ARRIVES IN ALBANY
(April 29) ALBANY. The non-profit corporation Albany-Tula Alliance is proud to announce the arrival of Russians Roman Afanasev and Vera Trofimova. The husband/wife team collaborated to create the whimsical musical, Road to Paradise. The American premiere of this work will be performed on Sunday, May 22, at 4:00 at St. Joseph Hall, The College of St. Rose, followed by a champagne reception. All funds will go to aid the Alliance’s ongoing cultural, educational, health, and business exchange programs with Tula.

Road to Paradise is being offered as the centerpiece of the Albany-Tula Alliance’s 20th anniversary. It is a light-hearted story set to music, with a universally authentic mes sage. Based on an original fable depicting the heroic misadventures of a mythical modern king, this annotated performance is a delightful interweaving of narration, modern song, and visual backdrops. 

This significant arts endeavor shows the power of collaborative cultural exchange between the sister cities. Retired Emma Willard Russian teacher Dawn Stuart Weinraub of Troy, NY translated the musical into English. Performer and Assistant Music Director Adam Fine of Queensbury worked closely with Weinraub and Music Director Corine Salon of Schenectady to fit the English score to the music and transpose the music to fit the voices of local performers, most of whom are students of Ms. Salon’s, and several of whom are students in area high schools. 
“Translating Vera Trofimova's enchanting musical into English was a year-long labor of love,” remarks Weinraub. “I am thrilled to see it coming to life on the stage, thanks to the efforts of so many talented people.”

Russian playwright and performer Vera Trofimova will perform in this U.S. premiere, accompanied by Benita Zahn as narrator and by the local performers assembled by Music Director and teacher Corine Salon of Schenectady. Tickets to the Premiere must be purchased in advance online at www.albanytula.org or by calling 518-768-7010. The price is $100 per person. A dress rehearsal performance is open to the general public on Sat, 5/21 at 4:00 for $25. Tickets the dress rehearsal can be purchased online at www.albanytula.org, by calling 518-768-7010, or at the door.

The Albany-Tula Alliance is grateful to our sponsors, who helped to make this performance possible. They include: mySmartSimulation, Stewarts, LinguaLinx, McNamee Lochner Titus & Williams, Northeast Health, CL King & Associations, Windsor Companies, Slingerland Foundation, CDPHP, Roger & Shirley Hannay, Steve Lobel, Price Chopper’s Golub Foundation, Madison Investment Advisors, and CapitalCare. We are also grateful to the many private donors who contributed to this anniversary fund and to this performance.

Playwright, Creative Director, Performer, Vera Trofimova was born in Tula in 1972 and graduated from Tula Arts College. She is a member of the Russian Writers Union and the Russian Authors Society. She earned the Laureate of Eureka contest of young prose writers and playwrights for her play. As Tula Snookered the Swedes or Why King Charles XXII Kicked the Bucket; she was awarded a diploma of Protagonist International Playwrights Competition for this play, later published in the “The Best Plays of 2003” of the Protagonist Competition winners. Her plays and musicals include: A Drop of Fear; Jesters; My Tristan; White; Oh, My Worthy Enemy!; Cold Dish for the Second Epoch; The Last Whim of the Fairy Abazhura; The Queen’s Revenge, Road to Paradise, Tale about Nanny and King Saltan, and The Terrible Beast Bykovin Smolovich, Mashka and The Three Bears; The Shepherd​ess and The Chimney Sweep. She produced Vera Trofimova’s Songs CD in 2005. In 2010, she received the “Master of Prose” and 2nd degree Diploma for her short novel The Chancellor’s Cameo in the All-Russia Internet Competition All The King’s Men, organized by the International Writers Union New Contemporary. Since 2004 she has written regularly for Tula, Annual Literary Almanac, edited by Sergey Ovchinnikov.

Arranger, Sound Engineer, Roman Afanasev was born in Tula in 1972 and graduated from the Dargomyzhsky Tula Musical College, clarinet-saxophone class, in1991. He taught clarinet-saxophone class in Raikhel Tula Regional Children Music School from 1989 – 2009. He currently works as Deputy Director for Unikom, a PC trading company. He established his own musical studio in 1995, where he creates arrangements and records vocalists

The Albany-Tula Alliance is a grassroots, not-for-profit volunteer organization composed of citizens of Albany and the surrounding Capital Region of New York
State. Partnering with citizens of Tula, Russia, we have come together to provide mutual support and inspiration and to carry on a long-term program dedicated to the growth and well-being of both communities. 









